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CITY OF WASHINGTON, THURSDA

CONGRESSIONAL.

SPEECH OF HON. TIMOIHY DAVIS,
OF MASSACHUSNTTS,
Oun the fishing bounties; delivered in the House of Repre-
sentatives, February 10, 18567,
The House being in the Uommittee of the Wlhole on the
state of the Union—
Mr. DAVIS, of Mamachuse!ts, sald :
Mr, Owareman: In the Honge this morning I had the
honor to t resolutions from the leglslaturo of the

State of huuﬂa:etl.lng forth very reasonsble and
truthful objections to the repeal of the bounties, and
1 1o submit & fow general remarks upon that sub-

jﬂu:&. shall do it now, in obedience to & sense of official

hnt.r “MM"E :hnnbj:{ nd,jmiw “;::mn’
y ints subject ; ng from re-

trations in this and the other Lranch

1 am forced to the conclusion that an carnest effort

will be made to repeal the bounty laws, although, perhaps,

‘hllhhﬂl. t be Rad Al g lh._ 1

1t may, and probably will, so happen that 1 ehall have

an opporiunity to say al the moment of aotion

on the measure of repeal, If s0, 1 shall not hesi-

tate, if kT can then add tion to a

cent

being cut off
if I should await the final action of the House, which, un-
der the rules, may bo taken without debute,
In the rewmarks which 1 to gubmit, I shall not
deal with my subject as if | entertuined a doubt as to
what was the original design and lntention of the bounty
aystem, or whether it was thought best by our predeces-
sors Lo pay bmlmle: oﬁl“cadlmlom whig,.i:ﬂmrla:i out,
would result in replen treasury ng & heavy
pt ofmg inble salt. | entertain no doubt that
an indirect course was ado|

ing towards a direct apd important result, and that wos
the building up of American fisheries. How it was to be
done was a matter for trinl, and the result was to be seen
after experience had afforded xmrr opportunities to test
the various plans suggested, An lll.hoth the hounty
aystem can be defended upon every point of sound policy,
judgiog from the past, | submit that its continuance isa
question vital to the commercial interesta of the country,
looking mlali to the future,

The early history of the country is marked with eventa
directly traceable to the fisheries. It was the catehing and
curing of fish that first atiracted the early adventurers to
our shores; and out of inconsideralile fishing-stations grew
up flourishing communities all nlong our northeastern sea-
board, Long before the war of independence jealousies
arose between the English nod French colonists, which re-
sulted in an appesl to arms; and when peace was nomi-
nally restored, still the matter was open to bitter dissen-
sions, and called into action all the gkill of diplomatista to

revent frequent interruptions of the geueral harmony.

e rend of the siege of Louisburg, and bow gullanily the
fishermen rallied, and how for forty-nine days they
besieged the French, who were strongly entrenched with-
in the walls of the city. We learn that these same
fishermen finally drove out the wsurpers of their rights,
and captured wnd occupied their strongheld—a result
which many of the Lravest men among the English
colonists declared to be too grand even for contempla-
tion—an event which could never have regalted from
the chances, but which was achieved by the sterling valer
of men impressed with the importance pud the justice of
their cause. [ishermen did pet then, nor do they now,
shrink from the hazard where there ia hope of success.
Their business was altogether one of basard, Their Lread
was at stake, Their rights had been trodden down by the
French colonists, and they rose in muss in their defence.
What they did, and how well they performed their purt in
that early struggle, is matter of history. It is enough for
my purpoes, in briefly traciog the events bearing on my
subject, to sy that, ailer the contest at Cape Bretoo, Ameri-
can fishermen pursued their busipess, meeting occasional
interruptions, until the manifestations of unensiness among
the polonists, immedintely preceding the war of independ-
ence, induced Lord North, in 1778, to introdoce into the
British Parliament a bill, the object of which waa to starve
American fishermen into subjection to the requirements of
the British government—a Yrupnaltlan at once tyrannical
in prioeiple aod mean in policy, affecting the rights of our
fishermen particularly, aud laying upon them unjust and
humilisting restrictions; and finally, out of the passage of
that measure grew much of the spirit of disloyalty to Nrit-
ish rule on this continent,

Duriog the war of indq;andence the fishermen performed
thelr full part. In 1745 they had aided the mother coun-
try in beating down the French colonists and in establish-
ing their rights to the fisheries; and now many of the sawe
men—some prominent in command—met the King's troope
upon Bunker Hill in defence of the rights which they had

werfully aided in establishing. ’I‘hwughcul the war
dependence we find the great body of fishermen in the
service of the country ; and history bears evidence of their
fidelity to the cause of liberty, Upon every vessel's deck
and upon every field they performed the patriol’s part. My
own town of (Hoycester sent {wo companies to Hunker
Hill, nnd Marblehead furnished opo entirg regiment to the
army under Wuhingltou i and through the dipagtrous win-
ter in New Jersey these men were patlent, faithful, and
brave. Standing upon the banks of the Delnware with a
mesgre army of hal-starved and suffering men, driven be-
fore a well-appointed and superior force, and when the
rush of current and the drifc of ice made the age of
that river difficult and dangerous, these game Murblebead
men, a8 General Knox afterwards afficmed in the Massu-
chusetts legiglature, were the fiest to respond to the call of
th der-in-chief for men to lend the passage. So
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¢ read that Mugford and Samuel Tucker, both Marble-
ead men, were lﬂpul., performing deeds of valoy linsar-
in the record of personal daring.
Ipcidents in the life of both these men are interesting,
and deserve to be placed wmong the events of the early

“LIBERTY, THE UNION, AND THE CONSTITUTION.”

st the outset, but one tend- | ¥

it

=

was adding directly to the national

wealth, Both Franoce

|
| wod England pald bounties to the hlmtm: m

Erﬂdpﬂﬂﬂb{ duties on the importation of f
| nlotlld:pur:zfu their own and shutting out
the products of Awmerlcan The busivess was poor
then s it is. now, and as it bably always be, and
fow felt sed 10 fn it in preforence to the nu-
merous fields of en which our newly-baptized re
ublic presented. And st this time our own government,
u full view of the

nnd necessity of the
sition, took into on the subjecs of encou
| Awerlean fisheries. Mr. Jefferson made n re in 1791,
getting forth the importance of the wutler, unﬁ:f that
#om be done for the n and upbuildiog of
an interest 4o vital to the public weal. A statement of the

Congress by the general court of the State of Massachu-
setts,  Mr, Jefferson, then Seer of State, to whom the
paper was refecred, submitied o thy report upon the
subjoct. In that report be alluded to the difficulties which
the French government were tering in the

tion of the busia nsud to the effot of the granting of
hounties nod im of daties on the importations ol'iw—
eign fish fnto French ports. He nlso saya of the English
government :

¥ e polley of the Baglish
to all

ernment since the pence

has been wh in their market; and
they bave given from eighteen to fi nds # an
every vessel oo ing with conditions, This

13 to have been so far successful as to have raksed

o number of seamen employed in that business in 1780 to
urtesn tho , and the ?uuu.lrv of fish to seven hundred
and thirty-two thousaod quintals,

He then speaks of the difficulties in the way of the growth
of the fisheries of the United States, nad closes this part of
his report in these words:

“* Thia rapid view of the codfishery enables us to discover
under wha!hpuliey it has flourished or declined in the bands

other nations, wnd to mark the fact that it is too poor a
business to be left to itssl even with nations most advanta-
geously situated.”

I do not find that Mr, Jefferson ever recommended a di-
rect bounty. The proposition waa new, and open to proper
tests and suggestions; and he thought that an allowance
in the form of drawback on some nrticles of common use
and necessity would accomplish thy purpose. But he did
not fail, on his elevation to the presiduncy, to give his
opinion of the importance of the fisheries. {n his second
message to Congress we find these words:

“ Top eultivate peace, maintain commerce and navigation,
and all other lawlul enterprises, to foster our flshories as a
nursery of navigation—these, fellow-citizens, are the land-
mnrku{y which we are to guids overselves in all our pro-
ceedings. By continuing to make these the rules of our ae-
tion, we |lul{nm[ur to our countrymen the true principles
of the constitution.”

Maintaining the point, as clear in wy own mind, that
neither this nor any other of the nations grantiog aid to
the fisheries intended anyibing more or less than to en-
courage the fisheries as a weans of fucreasing the number
of senmen, and of adding wealth by increasing the products
of the country, 1 shall not argue the question of drawbackas
on imported fish cured with dutiable salt. That is & mat-
ter which explains itself. The country was comparatively
poor at the time of the original adoption of the bounty gys-
tem; the treasury nol overburdened ; and as salt was a
#taple article of consumption with fishermen, a reduction of
duty upon the article would be, to them, e geod as gold
ltse{r. 80 far as it affected their interesta. [t was bounty to
them, coming in an indirect line which would make it well
enough with the clasa who werp to receive the beoefit, with-
out apparently nffecting the ets of the people or the
government, It was & partial inducement, & consideration
o the fishermen, just as exemption from jury duty in my
State Is a consideration to many who are henefited by it,
while all the rest are held to the discharge of that duty.

But, a8 early na 1702, Congress passed o law as clear in
its provizions nnd 1te intentions as sunlight. This law
says nothing sbout curing, salting, or ex rtimf fish; but
it provides thst the vessels to be benefi by it shall be
cmployed st sen for the term of four months per year.
That law gives to vessels over twenty tone, and under
thirty tous, 1 §0 per ton ; if over lhg‘f, $i 50 m ton—
five-eighths of the ameunt to be divided amon fisher-
men, and the balance going to the owner ol the vessels,
Now the form of the question becomes clearer ; before, it
was not easy to gteer clear of theealt tax., The subject was
befogged by il—and | repeat it becanse much dificulty has
arigen upon the point—while the simple finct is, as 1 be{ievc,
that gnlt, cntering largely into the list of articles of exten-
sive use in the outfit of fishing nnd especially as the
export trade in-salted fish was formerly extensively carried
ou by our people, the allownnee of export duty, or draw-
bagk on ezported fish, cured with dutiable sal, would an-
awer the purposes of the governmenty, sod beoefit the fah-
ermen a8 much as it was then intended that they should be
benefited. Hence much was no doubt said direedly on
that point in the debates of the day. But I leave galt out
n}f tllle ql.‘l)?u;‘ri. e T 1
the law of to-day, granting bounty to the codfisheri 8
nothing about 1!‘;9 article, Eu fiar us its nge entitles gﬁ:f ili‘:"l;-
ermen 1o the allownnce, From the date of the e of
the act of 1704, the business of fishing prospered ; and iteo
continued untll 1807, when the bounty allowance and the
salt tax were hlp'll_.l repealed, Again subject seems to
bu identified with the action of the government, in reference
to thesalt tax. How it happens that those Lwo measures were
Hmd together | eannot explain, Ity have been a coinoi-

encs not regasded, or it may be that gentlemen represent-
inE congtituencies remote from the immedinte seat of the
fishing interest did not wet%h the matter carefally, Lut fell
fnto the common error of believing that the remipsion of
the duty on salt was all that the government intended to
do d the encourag t of the faherd But I can-
not see why an exception should bg made of the flahermen,
if buunty was not intended to be given in aid of their call-
ing. Whnterer was the reason, and however the fact of
the simulianeous repeal i3 to be understood, one thln&hh

certain : that after the withdrawal of the bounty the
eries declined rapidly, and so continued unti 1813, at

fdays of jmerican history, So general was the enli i
of Marblehead men in ‘he war gf tnd?aendence, that at its

which time, lelfilhllllndln%l that we should presume the

close the number of polls was reduced from one tk 1
two bundred to six hundred ; and the number of widowa
of deceased goldiers and sailors wapaix hundred, and of
fatherless children nearly one thoueand. The game epirit
of patriotism that pervaded all hearts in ihis old town of
Marblebead was at work throughout our fiabing communi-
tiea; und all slong the New England coast the people were
rallying, aghore and afloat. In Sulem, Newburyport, Bev-
erly—the towns on Uaps Cod—and so in Portsmouth, New
Humpehire, men were ready to meet the demand of the
times, 1 find it recorded In a document of this House that
the towns of Salem and Heverly fitted nud manned fifty-
two veasels, mounting seven hundred and fifty guns, and
employing nearly four thousand men, to belp in the war of
independence, And in addition to the force sent to Bun-
ker Hill from Gl ter, n lufe ber of fishermen wers
afloat in privateers; “and thirty married men from that
town perished in the wreck of a single privateer.” Much
more is recorded, but | cannot make mention of particular
instances of merit ag displayed by the fishermen., The His-
tory of the Revolution speaks for them in this regard,

nd 5o in the war of 1812 thers was no less of the fire of
liberty in their hearts, or of vigor in their offorts as th
were called to serve the country on board national or p:t
vate armed shipa, 1 will not gn farther into details upon
thess points, but as much as 1 have said is just and proper,
During the pendency of peace ll!ql‘.l!hlialﬂ in 1783, the
rights of American fishermen were insisted upon, No ad-
Jjustment withont a direct acknowledgment of the right
waa the position upon which Mr, Adams planted himself,
The parties to the trut{ on the part of Great Britain were
disposed to grant certain libertics 10 the American cltizens,
but the rights must be admitted. Mr. Adams said, in the
conrse of that confe , and in def of our claima to
the fishing grounds:

' Gentlemen, is there, or can there be, a clearer right !
In formor treaties, that of Utrecht, and that of Paris, Francs
and England have claimed righte—using the word, When
God Al!ni‘lt! made the of Newfoundland at three
bundred longues distant from the pno;la of Am and aix

from the o of France and |, did

He not give s good & right Lo the former as to the latter T
If Heaven, in the ve n right, it in ours at least as
much as yours, If y se, and give s
right, we h.v;ltn clear as you. 1f war and blood and treas-
[ ours

-llé: y &"‘}l

are give la ms good as yourn. Wa have been
1l Caunday Cape Breton, and Nevs Bro:
tia for the fishery, and have expended beyond
all proportion more than you, 1t this right eannot be deniod
why should it not be acknowledged and put out of dispute 1
And again, in the course of the discussion, he aays :

1 will never my band to any articlo without satisfac-
tion mbout the ol

And 80 we find that when the treaty waa finally agreed

Iu&m, that right was clearly nuhow?;dg-d by ILqu-

L These are facts in history. l,itnh them

in order to show the importance which siatesmen of old

goy of compelling American seamen to
ship in the service to aid in carrying ou the pending war,
we find o new law passed nearly doubling the former ale
lowamnee of hounty to the codfisheries, The salt duty had
been takon off with the bounty in 1807, Stll the business
lingered, and was fast dying. It needed material aid, and
perhaps it needed encouragement such ng evidences of ap-
preciation give to every man and to every et in life. With
the act eatablishing this last bounty, a tax of twenty centy
per bushel was put upon foreign salt; but if profit gn the
salt consumed was what the government was after, n ves-
#ol of eighty fons would have to use fifteen hundred bugh.
€ls before their account would balance at the Treasury De-
partment ; and that, 1 can tell the gentleman from

-sonal knowledge, is more salt by one-half than cun]m
i.md legitimately by any one vessel in four months’ fish-
ng.
Again : in 1810, Congress considered this subject, and
wigely, ad 1 think, Sﬂll‘ed udditional sid to the fisheries
h{olnuron{ng the allowance to §3 60 per ton to all vessels
above five and under thirty tons; and $4 per ton to all
above thirty tons, with some provisions as to the time of
sea-service, &¢. At this time, | believe, salt was not talked
of nt all; and this last act stands to-day the law under
which fishermen receive from the government s certain
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condition of the cod and whale fisherion bad been made to | the

Fishermen uge e me-b 1, o over; but | bread,

S T:;‘_I
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ermen need the s and must go on their voyages | and
m“unmmw koep them mpplhd\fl‘lg. v easels
mdm“m:‘inﬁo&wmprmt.
Asnother reason why they go la that the skippers of fish-
vessels in these days ¥ control the maiter tiem-
ves. They are ofven the ship's They manage
& vessel that is owned io shares. A i snd energetic
man has, perbaps, accumulated a few mﬂ dollars by
dint of great personnl industry and prudence. e finds
one, or twenty or men of varions occupa-
tions who way have a few huon dollars to spare from
their business, and who are willing to join with bLim to
buy or build & vessel which he is to command. When ghe
is ready for pea he consulis with some, perhaps, and plans
her voynge, He selects his crew. Sometimes the crew tuke
v—rnmluil“nthoqmrm"u-lmum“uth
halves,” ua the common expression iz, If “nt the bulves,"
two or three men enter into an agreement with the owner,
who furnishes the vessel with bnrﬂ!l,]m&lu and salt
for the voyage. The crew whe at the mm" man
the vessel, and take for their hg:r balf of the ecatoh,
payiog for a certain of the salt consumed in re-
packing on the w The sharesmen pay stipulsted
wages to auch of the crew ng do not enter into the
joint-stock arrangement. These mre few, however, and
sach voyages are rare.  When the sharesmen take the vess
8¢l at the quarters,” the owner furnishes the vessel and a
&mrlﬂ part of tho salt consumed. The sharesmen supply
e provisions, barrels, aud all necespary articles, andpln

the sottlement receive three-fourths of the gross amount | of the

stocked during the season ; the o wner receiving the balance,
and settling accordingly, This, I believe, is the old estab-
lished way of fitting g vessels when they sail on
shares; and | may add that it takes n mathematician to
settie the nccounts of such a wu{-ge nocurately.

But I was telling how the skipper of & vessel manages a
veasel ; and bis way is the most common mow. After he
has secured his crew, he arcanges with a packer or dryer
to furnish all supplies to the vessel that may be needed
during the fishing season. This inspector, , or dryer,
leeeps a store containing a stock of aﬁcphnudia!r and stores
usually needed in the fitting of a vessel. He also, upon the

| i—
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‘ The name of no person will be cntered Bpon vur books, usitse

in ﬂnw- will strive to live h: ‘l.n.-

“ which year of aond fr:l?hﬂly’ﬂ;
allords them ; but to the business on
tole is Lo thew an away the aid of the

wany instan their m arran, t
fwhnild.lng:.'ull:t of v!ﬁ:l p-ﬁ
more (han seven per cent. on 000, whic
humthlnmr: mﬂmw d to
fifteen hundred dollars, and if & desires to take
nrt.behu,luﬂdmu to bis individual allowsnce of the

uniy, 8 wpnhn of that which the owners,
and with it mwm«\&n t of coat of &

mrt of & vessel, this t ]
uuamtﬂmg; : Mp:'nﬁ:'
l":II.(l — on his Inll‘lui.ti in
wl can. on until, by
pmdone?tﬂahw rl hhhprt clenr, Alﬂmghw :hl‘nhlui;
commun n gafe one to_ trust becase
o pre £yt o gyl e By & g el
such & community is always per g ag well as intri
e ty el ot certainty that 'm&:‘:;ﬁ“
x nn : s
fisherman, and i taken 1l wegicen ﬂ:
business already weak mqlk and the result %ill be that
no more will enter into i, and those in will get
oul a8 8000 4 ble, and somothing ‘else. There-
fore, if the eries are wor

v, Wwo must not
turn the ggl:uf ltm from |£ That is all I mean to
gy upon
my premised in thia regard are sound, how much will
_;hon-t{m Thzmlﬂng&ndbmwm:m? It
is o wise policy that productive industry, espe-
cinlll{ in days when men like
the land, and do just as little townrds earning thei

brows ns is congistent with & decent

H
i
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r bread

order of that portion of the crew who have fumilies, sug
to them a limited quantity of provisions in the absenee of the
vesael ; und when she returns he takes the figh, if any are
caught, sells thew, and makes up the voyage, crediting the
account of each man with the amount due, charging und
dedacting what may be, by sgreement, his for services in
parkin) 'd"::d" and inspecting, and for outfit and family
stores delivered, This, at present, is the common mode of
conducting the business,

Fishing firms owning five, six, or more vessels, n1e fow
in number. The business is too poor to induce men, in
these days of general prosperity, to confine themselvea to
the business of fitling on their own account ; and the old
fishing establishments bave gradually abandoned the busi-
negs, and taken up an oecupstion more luerative. The
sailmnker takes onc-sixteenth of & vessel, and makes the
sails, The shipchandler does the same, and supplies the
dlanding and ronning riggiogs. The llackemith suppliea
the cables nnd anchors, and bholds, perhaps, a thirty-second
part.  The Eninlm- ints the vessel, nnd tukes his propor-
ton. The builder bolds a part. The packer, for tll:):ulak
of the business, takes an eighth or s quarter. And the
skipper and his fiiends munage to get the balance taken
up, and these are the “rich ownera and captaing,” who,
some gentlemen say, get all the money paid out annually
under the bounty laws, whilp the fishermen get no part of
it. This impression is not correct: the fishermen do get
the boynty—or at least itg equivalent, and frequently E:-
fore it is dug.

| remember when | was a boy, and in the way of bearing
family secrets talked of freely, my own ears have been tick-
led with wild expression of ‘delight which came out of the
mouths of old men and women, and young children, too,
when they bad received wt midwinteér the amount which
they had been for years in the habit of recelving from the
government, I speak the truth upon a point that is vital

| arti

Ly the sweat of

bt | sppearance, If the farmer should refuse to till
the goil, or the raiser of cattle should give up his occupa-
tion everywhere, men might as well be poor a8 rich, so far
ag the :owmf‘?:la‘(adrrnmdu of life ”‘;ﬂl md_i If they
ure no or money, mo 8 level al o;
and is valueless, Suoh o state ot“u{inn will never o?::;f:’
% E e Aue '

o uglrate L H

altogether. The n::ft vdlllln w k'.‘.‘;?i,'ﬂf EI:E';T::‘
ductive industry of the mt:f i# Tont, Lust year 430,380
quintale of codfish nnd 154,464 berrels of mackerel were
ndded to the products of the country by the fisheries of
Massachuzetis alone. There was a clenr gain of nrticles of
mun's cumu?ﬁon, valued at $2,708,746—the product of
this branch industry in one State alons, it was gain
of un article of consumption that cost
ond wag alforded to the censumers
prices, because the ex

to raise,

e tively low
waa ull Incladed: T the taking

and curing. The articl of fish is not like ether -.nimn‘i

food prepared for tlie market by the actusl consumption of
of gommon necessity, It takes, on an average,
{weaty-five buashels of corn to the head to futten bheef cattle,

twenty bushels to the head to falten swine, and two busn-

els for sheep; aud when you examine the census repory and

find the enormous number of catile raised for the market
Il} hum o!o:ulgy, ‘ylm cl:n utiml:d th; smount of one article
of breadstuffa w congum n preparing this vasi
herd of stock for slanghter,: ’ . "
Mr.. CAMPBELL, of Obio, Wil the gentleman from
Massachusetts allow me 1o propound u question 7
Mr. DAVIS, of Masanchusetts. Certainly.
. Me, CAN LL, of Obio. The gentleman's argument
in Lehalf of the fishing bounties is forcible, and | do not
wish to be undoratood na making opposition to the system
ot this time, wor as guestioning the wisdom of the policy
which adopted ii; but I should like to have him, or some

to many poor, but respectable and 1 Lle persons, ln- | other member rop that ive me the rea-
!md ogl o I?u];hermen bgiq_g cheuiod qut of their bounly, ns | sons why, at this time, ‘_!;.'onnt should n_'ufbe ;ii:en u;?u
is alleged, 1know that it is tho practice in some, if not all, | the sugar-cared hams of the West a well as upon the fish
the g vommunities, to give the bounty to & man who |'of New En&hnd ]

has not made out his full time on board a vessel engaged
in codfishing; that is, his share will, by a strict rule of
justice, be awarded to him by the ship's hugband in cases
where he may have been two ov three weeks on board a
vesgel, und then taken off by sickness or other cause; and
another man taking the place of the disabled man for the
remaining bounty term would be compelied, by the custom
of fishing ports, to yield up to the former hil propertian of
the bonuty received from the government, :
Eetimating the fishing business of the tdwin of Gloucester
for the past year, thy nverage sum saroed by the fishermen
was gevenleen dollars per mouth, This is & small support
forn family, The average per man, under the hounty lnw,
is eighteen dollars per annum. 'I‘hfl, in winter, will warm
and feed his children while he makes his trips to George's
and Mrown's baoks in pursuit of hig ulling and n:

Mr. Obalrman, this charge of fraud does not lie justly nt
the doors of the fishermen. Not balf get the bounty who
ought to receive it if the spirit of the law wepe looked to.
Many go on mackerel voynges exclusively, They claim noth-
lng, and get,nothing, But when they go for live orsix
months on codfishing voyages, and happen to catch some
otber thau cedfish, it would be poor economy fur them, or
for the country, to say that they cannot have the allowance
of bounty simply because tbey have not laken cod exclu-
sively, The government would gain nothing, and the figh-
ermen would lose by the operation of thruwfng overbowrd
such other fish na might be taken on their voy i Be-
cause; if sea service is what we pay for, we get it in the
sternest form on George's Shoal ; and there the halibut will
insiston taking the hook, and the fishermen baveno desire
to shnke them off, And if #en gervice and the wetting of
salt is of any nccount, the catching of mackerel, or any other
fish 1o be cured with salt, will answer the design of the lnw.
Fishermen, therefore, ing a time of sea service of four
months on codflshing voyages, and much longer, in fact, ex-
pect the bounty, and generally get it, but not by fraud—
unless your revenue officers ure negligent, for no vessel
need escape theireye, and no honest collector will pay the
bounty if'it has not been duly earned.

I have been particular in detailing fusts, some of which
bave been stated befors in the discussion of this subject,
firat, to show llmtlI with the inauguration of our syt m of
ROV t, we adopted v of g t o the
fisheries; and then, in my remearks touching the manage-
ment of fishing veasels, in communitios where the busineas
is largely carried on, I bave nlso been somewhat explicit
in my statements, in order that I might, o some exten
correct the i ion which is g Iy entertained, sn
which doea injustice {o the fishermen and their employers.
Bat upon the ground of gound national polie lupm't to

is | itsell, some gentlemnn wil

Hr.tléu\t; B, ordl:mhmt;:a ;rdl‘ diry luwiu u{, in
y © question propoonn the gentleman 1

Uhio, that the article of mrcd,hlnl i ene of luxu-
ry—ul least 1 euppose it ﬁ %0, Unfuriunately, | cannot

speak from experience upﬂi:i that point. If, however, he
n

can ghow that, withont the nid ot the government, the bu-
elngan of gmdneingny article of man's consnmption will
languish, I will vote 10 protect it; or if he can show tu
me that the curers of hams bave, ns a class heretofore, o1

way ag o class hereafter, be necessary to the proper defence
of the country, or that can dncilltate rogecution
@ COmMmer-

of “ﬁ: great branuch of aa en
cial, for instanco—1 will vote to pay n bounty on suger-

cuged hams.

ut this fishing business, like erellg‘oum:, will regulnte

3 1 Ixug. u demand for fish as

an article of consumption e higtiou will naturally ad-
vance with the in d d duced by the fulling off
of the cateh, {)nlimrlli,y thnt ﬁpc’mt would be well
but not when dealing with the fishing business. Dried and
pickled codfish and mackerel enter largely into the list of
arlicles of consumption, mainly on accouny of their com-
parative cheapness.  The laboring man can get along very
well if; for economy's suke, be van frequently get his dinner
of dried or pickled fish; but he will pot choose it as un ar-
ticle of food if he ean geét n pound of fresh bee! or mutton
E.ilii ‘hes° nﬁe pﬂnemmk it TJ"‘: to !hru:;ha l;ui;‘hhln wlt:fmn

o og asd the su large nse of ta-
king and cmgmg figh wﬁrwlxmt the outfit o?f:uuis, thia

a8 one of ption, will be cheap

than fresh meat. Just as soon ns you throw obstacles in
the way of the busi o 80 that if p d aball 1t mus}! bis
el greater cxpense, t ou muel ex R porresponding
nd\gunm in the price of the article Pﬁ‘tbe wnltlmpl!ut
ceases on this nccount, and at the same time the ayticle
cannot be furnished cheaper, then the business ceages us n
malter of course, because you cunnot long continue a bugi-
neas in the faco of & positive loss. Nobody can help it The
business dies because the article of tion cannot en-
ter into compelition with the great stuples in common use ;
nad fishing can never be d to any iderable ex-
tent if we rely upon the incoms of the articls, when von-
sidered as one of luxury alone.

But why should thia branch of indusiry receive the nid
of tho government, sud no other? 1 snswer—and ask the
gentleman from Obio to note my remarks—because itis of
viat importance in many respeets, and tain it
aelf. If the ngricultural interest of the country was depend-
ent upon governmenial nid, it should have my vote in its
s, t ingtan ,alj:::lthmu\hnhmvduetomy-
thing if productive industry fails. But agriculture needs
no support from the government othor than that which it

. 3 i

restmy ment in favor of the continuance of the by the publication snd e tion of d
system. We bave been so long at peaco with the world | and ﬂwhh‘ is not w trifle, or, perhaps 1 might bave
that we are in danger of under-estimating the yervices of | #8id, is afforded by the & in ng farmers in the
able-bodied Ameri , Buch as our fish- | extreme West from lodian ons, However, all the
eries make. There is, also, danger of our falling into er~| 8id g’““d to agriculture is | perhaps; and is not
ror because the fisheries aremainly belonging to the New | grudgingly bestowed, so far as 1 have observed. =But tho
England States. I tenst weshall not allow seotional jeal- | flvmer netds no other aid. He plants his sced, and awaits
o8 10 disturb our judgment In considering what is for | e growh and colmioation of the fruits of hin toil. A few
the natlonal good. months in the r-ru‘nﬁah ‘:h mphm Inbor, ho iy

Gentlemen may wish to know why a business so poorl,
i ’ is i not for&:i

T vo a8 th P to be is
abandoned by fishing communities, snd n_more profitable

joyed In ‘thia branch

amount of money on the 31st day of D ber in each
eur, provided they conform to the requirements of the
aw; which, I claim, they do generally, or get nothiog or
nsk for nothing under the law, p
Mr. Chairman, we hear gentlemen talk flippantly of
frands committed on the t by fish lajmi
bounty under the existing law. No gentleman can doubt
the personal bravery of men who, so far as they have had
octagion, in war have proved themselves strangers to fear,
and who, in their every-day labor, give evidences of firm-
neas and cour rue courage and meanness nnd dis-
1 ty t live together. The man who will peril his
life in u just cause will not be likely to sell his bonor or his
cdnacience for the paltry sum of twenty dollary, which is
the average sum received by each man for his ahare of the
bounty, [ have no donbt that exceptions sometimes oc-
cur; ht?:t m: !hh: ml.:; &miunw fishermen would
scorn the ac swenring to gain any and wuch
more for the sake of getting n few dollars I::?t'of the na-
tional tressury, Tluly have learned to believe that the
government is their friend, They belieye that you mean
to aid them for what they have done, and for what possibly
you may still wish to have them do. A vessel ia fitted out,
alwaya, 1 presume, against the interests of the owner, for
cod in the early winter months, ;
Long sinee, I can remember, but few vessels started out
until March or April, and then pursning their labors till
November, they were steipped and hﬂ up until March
came ronnd ngain.  But with the | expense of liv-

an increased amount of effort was demanded by the
wen ; and in my :ﬂzhﬂo«ll 0 num-

bera of vessels, returning from FUMIAT Criiges, nre
hauled upon the examined t

wi thoroughly
the hall, fitted JTE nz-m,nmgmd relinble
and start ont in Decem

in t for the eapital
of industry. My answor is that the fisheries are old ns the
records of the enrliest lers of the tinent, and each | O

ita interests indissolubly

ceeedin eration findio
mnnmhdx'ft‘: the fishing business, it is absolutely neces- | the

sary that it should be continued just so long as it can keep
those engaged in it clear of bankruptey.

If the vessels run out they must be refitted. They are
not adapted to other busi than fishing, and cannot
'i:b‘“ ng:du;m&m purposes l’;r‘;rrhich they are inlu%od.

0 t £now ® freighting |

m‘um for m:;l .

buginesa wonld The ont-

wy in running them would ruin the owners. The
ker nnm must do business enough to make a

B.vc A gly he must keep his business ns

mu[ le, nnd when n vessel

is lost or worn out, he must
ild nuother, or induce some other skipper to pack and
curent hisatation in order to supply the place of the loat ves-
sel. The business is the hest he can adopt in the community
where he lives ; and bly, taking one year with anather,
baving the benefit ﬂnpmﬁlanhhaul L and stores, he
may gradually become ensy in his or even
moderately rich if he is & prudent and close caleulator.
Boys in these communities, 58 soon ns they are old enough,
find their way nlmost by inatinct on board these
and the entire business of a regular fishing town is, to n
5-: extont, subordianted to, and dependent upon, the vicis-
tudes of most uncertain and precarions occupation,
The interest being common, the basiness is upheld of ne-
cessity by all classes, and hence the impossibility of its
audden ment without involving the total ruin of
all interested. Give the tho town of (Houcester,
which is an important fishing town, the choice of a
and [ nssure that neither the fis

na fis

awlir, or thay have the means of ng vessels pfloat. If

the government crases to aid the fis

Inrge as| 100 o with the

I have no doubyjshese old gromblers take advantage of him,

western
virtue of n common prosperity, aided, perhaps, directly and
indirectly, more by &Qmimdt‘e&hirmu and sailo
than by that of any other class of men. The fisherman'a
field of lnbor is the broad ocean. He casts

storm or in calm, in health or in sickness, his crops are
progreasing 'l.thl:l hour, L
Ho in bri the point active 3
ooy A e il bl
" » :
m’&hu.‘ We have between five -'i%n
tons of American sh:x?ln omployed in the commercial
coming, the greatet cotamercal mation o5t e We
L]
ﬁ'nnns;turj'd llm rer. We have
hardly eongh of &%.
o re i ER ik
employ aliens in su il
Ur;l nlhlmi-lkjvft' merchant ships the names of

Cioes who lirs athiiing ke o e ToRARRE i
na nn will let
1 thea hnu&% No man fanilar
ﬂmmhmﬂm hm&tmlp
the of wn nre swarming u tho
ks of Amerienn merchant . One old seold will do
much townrds breaking up the dis on board a shi
He wants to dictate in a variety The wor

may not go on tosult him; any serngement in that lin
hu’trmtob-mn;. If the ﬁh&nh an inds tmn':

10 eat of the fut of




